
     The twenty years prior to 
1940 brought both highs and 
lows to St. Charles.  With the 
generosity of Colonel Edward 
Baker and Lester and Dellora 
Norris, St. Charles had premier 
institutions to go with its scenic 
beauty.  Local businesses and 
industries were quite success-
ful.  Seemingly nothing could 
go wrong, and then the Depres-
sion hit.  While many area resi-
dents were unemployed, Mayor 
I.G. “Doc” Langum worked 
tirelessly to provide help to 
them and their families.  
Though the Depression lasted 
for the better part of the 1930’s 
both locally and nationally,    
St. Charles continued to move 
forward. 
     According to the 1940 City 
Directory, the approximate 
estimate of St. Charles’     
population was 7,100 with 
1,400 homes.  Public school 
education included the       
Community High School 
(District 150), Haines Junior 
High School (District 87), and 
Lincoln and Shelby Elementary 
Schools (District 87).          
Politically, St. Charles was still 
divided into three wards, each 
represented by two aldermen.  
“Doc” Langum continued to 
serve as mayor.  City Council 
meetings were held monthly on 
the first and third Monday at 
the newly opened Municipal 
Building on Main Street. 
     Primary manufacturing in-
dustries in town included   
Hawley Products Company, 
Howell Company, Moline  
Malleable Iron Company,   
Operadio Manufacturing   
Company, Roto-Color Inc.,    
St. Charles Manufacturing 
Company, Stover Water     
Softener Company, and United 
States Printing and Lithograph 

Company.  In 1945, Colonial 
Ice Cream, producer of both 
ice cream and assorted dairy 
products, sold the dairy  
portion of the business to 
Riverview Dairy. 
     Two new establishments 
also came to the area at the 
beginning and end of the 
decade.  On Thanksgiving 
Day, 1940, Delnor Hospital 
opened.  The hospital was 
another gift to the city from 
Lester and Dellora Norris.  In 
1949, DuPage county        
officials requested financing 
from the Illinois Department 
of Aeronautics to build a new 
and larger airport about three 
miles east of St. Charles.  
The airport would be the 
DuPage County Airport. 
     The 1940’s in St. Charles 
were defined by more than 
an increasing population, 
successful industries, and a 
new hospital and airport 
nearby.  Patriotism also de-
fined the city.  American 
involvement in World War II 
began after the bombing of 
Pearl Harbor on December 7, 
1941.  Just as they had done 
in past wars, many area men 
and women enlisted in the 
armed forces.  Many of the 
industries in town switched 
their productions, as well.  
Howell Company, now   
occupying the old Cable 
Piano Factory, suspended its 
production of metal furniture 
to produce materials needed 
in the war effort.  Howard 
Aircraft Company produced 
training planes for the U.S. 
Army and Navy.  Hawley 
Products became a major 
producer for the war effort.  
Prior to the war, Hawley 
produced molded fiber   
products, such as acoustic 

diaphragms and airline trays 
and covers.  Once the coun-
try entered the war, Hawley 
turned to military production, 
producing materials such as 
plastic-fiber diaphragms and 
centering discs for speakers, 
headsets, and microphones, 
combat liners for steel    
helmets, pith helmets, and   
aircraft engine components.  
Hawley Products received 
two awards for its wartime 
production.  In 1943, the 
company received the Army-
Navy Production Award.  In 
1945, the U.S. Marine Corps 
recognized Hawley’s effort 
with a special commenda-
tion, dated December 7, four 
years after Pearl Harbor’s 
attack. 
     With the end of the war 
and the progression into the 
1950’s, more changes came 
to St. Charles.  In                
St. Charles, city population 
was estimated to be at 8,000 
at the start of the decade, 
with 2,000 homes, 20     
industries, and 335          
businesses.  The numbers 
would dip slightly by the mid
-50’s, as the 1955 City    
Directory reported the popu-
lation to be at 7,716, with 
2,283 homes, and about 200 
businesses, but this was still 
an increase from the previous 
decade. 
     Main Street became    
congested with traffic, so a 
proposal for a new bridge 
was submitted in 1950 at an 
estimated cost of $225,000.  
With funding from Colonel 
Baker and Lester Norris, as 
well as city bonds, the new 
bridge was located on Illinois 
Street and was formally  
dedicated on November 23, 
1957. 
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The new bridge was not the only 
change to come to downtown.  In 
1952, Colonel Baker purchased the 
Ferson Block (Cedar Ave. to the 
north, between Third and Fourth 
Ave.) on East Main Street from James 
Richmond.  This was the proposed 
site for a new Methodist Church.  On 
Sunday, September 19, 1954, the First 
Methodist Baker Memorial Church 
was dedicated, and many attended the 
inaugural service, including Illinois 
Governor William Stratton.  Many 
new businesses sprang up in town, as 
well, including Jack and Jill’s (infant 
wear), Mode-O-Day (women’s    
apparel), Yurs’s funeral home, and 
Paul Nelson’s ownership of Gus  
Kapino’s candy store and soda shop.  
Acme Steel purchased Howell    
Company in 1954.  In 1959, Colonial 
Ice Cream opened ice cream and 
sandwich shops in town, and at    
various locales in the Fox Valley. 
     There were, however, some trying 
moments in town.  In late December, 
1951, over 33 inches of snow blan-
keted St. Charles, with much of the 
snow (16 inches) fell on Christmas 
Eve.  In 1958, a major fire destroyed 
the Kroger Building on the southeast 
corner of Main Street and Route 31.  
Destroyed in the blaze were the 
Kroger grocery store, Johnson’s 
clothing store (formerly Larson and 
Johnson’s), Pete White’s shoe repair 
shop, and A. Nanni’s tailoring shop.  
The city also lost one of its beloved 
residents.  On January 17, 1959, 
Colonel Edward J. Baker died at the 
age of 90. 
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     The Heritage Center has been 
busy the year with new donations 
being presented for addition to the 
collection on a daily basis.  In-
cluded in these donations were 
several unique items such as a 
calendar for the year 1929.  This 
calendar  features advertisements 
from St. Charles businesses     
including the Tetera Tea Room 
“where food is good” and the 
Community Cleaners and Dyers 
offering “particular cleaning and 
dyeing service for particular peo-
ple”.    
     Also given for donation is a 
beautiful Baby Grand Piano made 
at the Cable Piano Company in 
the year 1901.  The piano came 
with a matching upholstered 
bench and can currently be seen 
on display at he St. Charles     
History Museum alongside a 
Midget Piano also made by the 
Cable Piano Company in the year 
1926. 
     Dan Nippert donated a collec-
tion of St. Charles postcards titled 

Join us for BINGO! 
On Saturday evening June 26th we will be holding a special 

fundraising evening at the Baker Community Center for an ice 
cream social and to play BINGO! Doors open at 6:00pm 

Bingo begins at 6:30pm and ends at 9:00pm.  Bingo cards will 
be sold for $5.00 each for the first card and $2.00 each for 

subsequent cards. 
Colonial Ice Cream 

will be served at 
intermission and 

other refreshments 
will be available 

for purchase. 
What a fun way to 

raise money for 
the museum! 

New Donations to the History Museum 
“Greetings from Illinois” and feature  
12 images from historic St. Charles 
and 4 images from elsewhere around 
the state of Illinois.  Included in the 
St. Charles images are the bridge 
over the Fox River, East Side City 
Park, the St. Charles Country Club 
and the Chief Pottawatomie Monu-
ment at Pottawatomie Park.  (shown 
below)    

Special thanks also goes to Bob 
Matson, Bob Gorecki, Alice Zoda, 
Martha Miller, Linda Eder, Jack 
Brainard and Jane Moore for their 
donations of items.                            
The St. Charles Heritage Center is 
always looking for items        
manufactured in St. Charles or 
used in St. Charles at the schools 
or businesses. 

Calling all kids! 
The St. Charles Heritage    

Center is working with local 
author R.T. Moser to promote 

his new fable titled              
The Scarecrow Story.  We are 
holding a coloring contest for 
kids ages 3-10, attached is an 
image from the new fable that 
we are asking kids to color and 

return to the St. Charles    
Heritage Center for a chance 

to win prizes such as a kitchen 
sink from Colonial and a $20 
gift card to Learning Express 

Toys.  
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“On the night of the presidential 
election in 1876, a gang of coun-
terfeiters out of Chicago at-
tempted to steal the entombed em-
balmed body of Abraham Lincoln 
and hold it for ransom. The custo-
dian of the tomb was so shaken by 
the incident that he willingly dedi-
cated the rest of his life to protect-
ing the president's corpse. In a 
lively and dramatic narrative, 
Thomas J. Craughwell returns to 
this bizarre, and largely forgotten, 
event with the first book to place 
the grave robbery in historical 
context. He takes us through the 
planning and execution of the 
crime and the outcome of the in-
vestigation.” 
Copies of the 
book are avail-
able through 
the Library or 
at a local book 
store.  For more 
information call 
630-584-6967. 

  The next meeting of the St. 
Charles Heritage Center Book 
Club will take place on Tuesday, 
July 6th from 7-8pm at the St. 
Charles Public Library.  We will 
be discussing the book “Bet-A-
Million Gates: The Story of a 
Plunger”.  This is a biography of 
John “Bet-A-Million” Gates, the 
founder of the Texas Oil Com-
pany who passed on his fortune 
to St. Charles residents Edward 
Baker and Dellora Angell Norris.  
Read about Gates’ business ven-
tures in barbed wire and oil and 
learn how he got his famous 
nickname Bet-A-Million.  Copies 
of this rare book are available for 
purchase at the Heritage Center 
gift shop or can be loaned by the 
Heritage Center.   
 
The Book Club will also be meet-
ing on September 7, 2010 at the 
Public Library from 7-8pm to 
discuss “Stealing Lincoln’s 
Body” by Thomas Craughwell. 

St. Charles Heritage Center Book Club 

Remember the St. Charles Heritage 
Center!  Donations to the Heritage 
Center are completely tax  deducti-
ble and help us to provide our many 
educational programs for adults and 
children.  These programs include: 
          -Book Club 
          -JHS Programs 
          -Thursday Evening Lecture 
          -Grave Reminders 
          -And much more! 

Looking to make a tax 
deductible donation? 

Are you on Facebook?  So is the Heritage 
Center!  Check out the Heritage Center’s 
new Facebook Fan Page and join as a fan.  
Fans get weekly updates about the goings 
on at the Heritage Center, reminders about 
programs, and special discount alerts for our 
gift shop.  You can link to our Facebook 
page from our website www.stcmuseum.org 
or by searching St. Charles Heritage Center 
on Facebook. 

Education News 
The St. Charles Heritage Center is excited to announce that the 
newest window exhibits from the Junior Historical Society are 
done and on display through the summer in the front windows at 
the St. Charles History Museum.  This year the members worked 
very hard researching who they felt were “The Most Important 
People in St. Charles History”.  The two windows are full of pho-
tos and research on people like Charles Haines, Alice Davis, Ed-
ward Baker, Fred Norris, Evan Shelby and George Thompson, just 
to name a few!  Please stop by to check out their hard work and 
interesting exhibits. 
This was a another great year for the Junior Historical Society full 
of fun activities!  For the first time the group held a sleep over at 
the Museum—members enjoyed dinner, movies, and a scavenger 
hunt in the dark all before bunking down for the night in the ex-
hibit hall!  For their trip this year the members traveled to Spring-
field, IL to visit the Lincoln Presidential Museum, the Old State  

Capitol and New Salem Village.  Members also 
participated in the Grave Reminders Cemetery 
Walk, and took an historic walking tour of 
downtown St. Charles.  The group is looking 
forward to more adventures next year and will 
be able to with a HUGE thanks to Xfinity by 
Comcast!!  They have generously agreed to 
sponsor the JHS and all of their programs for the 
next year!  We are looking forward to the best 
year yet starting in September!  If you know any 
students between the ages of 8-13 interested in 
history, they need to 
check out the JHS!  
For more information 
on the group please 
contact Natalie at 
630-584-6967. 




